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Goals of This Book Series 

This book series aims to familiarize children with works of poetry from an early age, nurture the imagination, 

inspire an appreciation for beauty, encourage a mind for symbolism and nuance, foster the ability to narrate 

and dictate complex ideas, and expand children's vocabularies. Lessons are short and interactive by design to 

target elementary school-aged children. 

Inspiration for This Book Series 

Charlotte Mason, born in 1842, sought to provide teaching advice and strategies to instructors and 

homeschooling parents. She detailed her educational philosophies and methodologies in her multi-volume 

Home Education Series. She advocated for centering instruction around living works, such as the finest art, music, 

poetry, and prose. Mason recommended that from an early age, children engage in the regular study of poetry, 

including reciting poetry. In her Home Education Series, she writes, "éinclude a good deal of poetry, to 

accustom him to the delicate rendering of shades of meaning, and especially to make him aware that words 

are beautiful in themselves, that they are a source of pleasure, and are worthy of our honour; and that a 

beautiful word deserves to be beautifully said, with a certain roundness of tone and precision of utterance." 

 The Targeted Audience for This Book 

This book targets elementary school-aged children in grades one and up. 

Overview of This Book 

This book provides 36 lessons or enough for one lesson per week over a standard 36-week school year. This 

volume highlights poems of fables, fairies, and fauna from the fabulist Jean de La Fontaine, William 

Allingham,  Edward Lear, Edgar Allan Poe, and additional master poets. The selected poems in this book 

appeal to children and their adult instructors by featuring impish fairies, mischievous animals, and fables of 

moral lessons. 
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How to Teach Using This Book 
 

The table below outlines the recommended instructional approach to teach a 36-week course using this book. 

 

Every Week ð Introduce a New Poem 

Section Title Section Instructions 

Featured Poem 
¶ Students study one poem per week over the 36-week school year. 

¶ Students recite the poem line by line with instructor assistance. 

Synopsis Instructors read the synopsis of the poem to students. 

Recite Poem Information Students practice reciting the poem title and the name of the poet. 

Narrate the Poem Students verbally summarize the poem in their own words. 

Study Poem Pictures Students describe how the included pictures relate to the poem. 

Can You Find It? Students find and point out items in the poem pictures. 

Act Out the Poem Students act out aspects of the poem. 

Explore Rhyming Instructors help students find and recite rhyming words in poems. 

Vocabulary 
¶ Students practice pronouncing the featured vocabulary words. 

¶ Instructors read the definitions of vocabulary words to the students. 

Answer Review Questions 
¶ Instructors ask students the review questions.  

¶ The end of the book contains answers to review questions. 

Trace or Copy the Excerpt Students trace and/or copy the provided poem excerpt. 

Draw the Poem Students create novel artwork based on the poem. 
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PART I: POETRY OF FABLES 

LESSON 1: "THE FROG WHO WISHED TO BE AS BIG AS THE OX"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

There was a little Frog  

Whose home was in a bog, 

And he worried 'cause he wasn't big enough. 

He sees an ox and cries: 

"That's just about my size, 

If I stretch myself-Say Sister, see me puff!" 

 

So he blew, blew, blew, 

Saying: "Sister, will that do?" 

But she shook her head. And then he lost his wits. 

For he stretched and puffed again 

Till he cracked beneath the strain, 

And burst, and flew about in little bits. 

SYNOPSIS 

A frog wishes for the impossible, to be as big as an ox. When he puffs up to grow bigger, he bursts into little 
bits. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Puffed up frog, smaller frogs, grass, and bog. 

  



ELEMENTARY POETRY VOLUME 2: POETRY OF FABLES, FAIRIES, AND FAUNA 

2 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the little frog puffing up to be an ox. 

¶ Puff out your cheeks and try to make yourself as big as possible.  

¶ Can you make yourself as big as an ox? 

6. Discuss the Poem 

¶ In the poem, the frog tries to be something that he isn't. 

¶ Have you ever wished to be someone else? Why? 

¶ Discuss why it is wonderful to be you. 

7. Explore Rhyming 

¶ Many poems have lines ending in words that rhyme. 

¶ Words that rhyme share similar ending sounds. 

¶ Rhyming word pairs in the lesson poem include frog and bog, cries and size, and wits and bits. 

¶ Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

bog A marsh or swamp. 

ox An adult male of cattle. 

blew Produced an air current from the mouth. 

wits The ability to think rationally and using common sense. 

cracked To break apart under pressure. 

burst To break from internal pressure. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK    

Say/Sister,/see/me/puff!/////  

////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Depict a swamp and the plants and animals within it.) 
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LESSON 2: "THE GRASSHOPPER AND THE ANT"   
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

The Grasshopper, singing 

All summer long, 

Now found winter stinging, 

And ceased in his song. 

Not a morsel or crumb in his cupboard- 

So he shivered, and ceased in his song. 

 

Miss Ant was his neighbor; 

To her he went: 

"O, you're rich from labor, 

And I've not a cent. 

Lend me food, and I vow I'll return it, 

Though at present I have not a cent." 

 

The Ant's not a lender, 

I must confess. 

Her heart's far from tender 

To one in distress. 

So she said: "Pray, how passed you the summer, 

That in winter you come to distress?" 

 

"I sang through the summer," 

Grasshopper said. 

"But now I am glummer 

Because I've no bread." 

"So you sang!" sneered the Ant. "That relieves me. 

Now it's winter-go dance for your bread!" 
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SYNOPSIS 

A grasshopper sings all summer instead of saving food for winter and grows hungry. A hardworking ant who 

stockpiled food all summer long refuses to share with the grasshopper. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Grasshopper, ants, violin, and grain. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the grasshopper and sing away your summer days. 

¶ Act like the hardworking ant, spending your summer storing food for winter. 

6. Discuss the Poem 

¶ Explore why you think the grasshopper failed to save food for winter. 

¶ Discuss whether or not you think the ant should have shared with the grasshopper. 

7. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

ceased Stopped or halted. 

morsel A small piece of food. 

labor Work. 

lender One who allows something to be used by someone else, on the 

condition it or something equal to it will be returned. 

tender Loving, gentle, or sweet. 

distress To cause discomfort or anxiety. 

glummer More sullen, moody, or sour. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

Dance/for/your/bread!//////  

////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Illustrate an ant saving food for winter.) 
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LESSON 3: " THE CAT AND THE FOX "   
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

The Cat and the Fox once took a walk together, 

Sharpening their wits with talk about the weather 

And as their walking sharpened appetite, too; 

They also took some things they had no right to. 

Cream, that is so delicious when it thickens, 

Pleased the Cat best. The Fox liked little chickens.  

With stomachs filled, they presently grew prouder, 

And each began to try to talk the louder- 

Bragging about his skill, and strength, and cunning. 

"Pooh!" said the Fox. "You ought to see me running. 

Besides, I have a hundred tricks. You Cat, you! 

What can you do when Mr. Dog comes at you?" 

"To tell the truth," the Cat said, "though it grieve me 

I've but one trick. Yet that's enough-believe me!" 

There came a pack of fox-hounds-yelping, baying. 

"Pardon me", said the Cat. "I can't be staying. 

This is my trick." And up a tree he scurried, 

Leaving the Fox below a trifle worried. 

In vain he tried his hundred tricks and ruses 

(The sort of thing that Mr. Dog confuses)- 

Doubling, and seeking one hole, then another- 

Smoked out of each until he thought he'd smother. 

At last as he once more came out of cover, 

Two nimble dogs pounced on him-All was over! 

SYNOPSIS 

A cat and fox take things that don't belong to them. The fox brags about knowing many tricks, while the cat 

knows only one trick. When dogs chase the cat and fox, the cat's one trick of climbing a tree saves him, while 

the fox's many tricks fail him. 
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ENR ICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem picture: Fox, cat, tree, and the animal performing the "right" trick. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Use your hands as puppets to act out the poem.  

¶ Show the cat climbing a tree and escaping from the dogs. 

¶ Act out the fox trying all of his tricks, and the dogs still catching the fox. 

6. Discuss the Poem 
Discuss whether it is more important to know the right thing at the right time versus knowing many 
unhelpful things. 

7. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

cunning Sly, crafty, or clever. 

pooh Expression of dismissal or contempt. 

baying Barking or howling. 

scurried Ran with quick, light steps. 

trifle A little bit. 

ruses Tricks. 

smoked Driven out using smoke. 

smother To suffocate or stifle the breathing of something or someone. 

nimble Quick and light in movement or action. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

"I've/one/trick,"/said/the/Cat./  

//////////////////////// ////  

"Pooh,"/said/the/Fox.///// ////  

//////////////////////// ////  

"I/have/a/hundred/tricks."////  

//////////////////////// ////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Sketch a fox performing a trick.) 
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LESSON 4: " THE DOG AND HIS IMAG E"   
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

A foolish Dog, who carried in his jaw  

A juicy bone, 

Looked down into a stream, and there he saw 

Another one, 

Splash! In he plunged... The image disappeared- 

The meat he had was gone. 

Indeed, he nearly sank, 

And barely reached the bank. 

SYNOPSIS 

A dog holding a bone in his mouth sees his reflection. Feeling greedy, he tries to grab the bone from his 
reflection and loses his bone in the water. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem picture: Dog, bone, dog reflection, bone reflection, stream, and cattails. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Act out the greedy dog and the events of the poem.  

¶ Roll up a piece of paper to use as a bone. 

¶ Holding the "bone" up to a mirror, try to take the bone from your reflection. 

6. Discuss the Poem 
Discuss how the old saying, "a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush," relates to the poem. 

7. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 
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VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

foolish Lacking good sense or judgement; unwise. 

jaw One of the bones of the mouth, usually bearing teeth. 

juicy Having lots of juice. 

plunged Dove, jumped, or rushed into water. 

image A picture of something not real or not present. 

disappeared Went away or vanished. 

sank Moved down under the water. 

bank The land along a river. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

A/foolish/dog/lost/his/bone.//  

//////////////////////// ////  

 



SONJA GLUMICH 

13 

DRAW THE POEM (Depict a dog's reflection in a stream or lake.) 
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LESSON 5: " THE RAVEN AND THE FO X"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

Mr. Raven was perched upon a limb,  

And Reynard the Fox looked up at him; 

For the Raven held in his great big beak 

A morsel the Fox would go far to seek. 

 

Said the Fox, in admiring tones: "My word! 

Sir Raven, you are a handsome bird. 

Such feathers! If you would only sing, 

The birds of these woods would call you King." 

 

The Raven, who did not see the joke, 

Forgot that his voice was just a croak. 

He opened his beak, in his foolish pride- 

And down fell the morsel the Fox had spied. 

 

"Ha-ha!" said the Fox. "And now you see 

You should not listen to flattery. 

Vanity, sir is a horrid vice- 

I'm sure the lesson is worth the price." 

SYNOPSIS 

A raven in a tree holds a tasty treat in his beak that a fox would like to eat. The fox falsely flatters the bird, 

inciting the raven to sing, even though ravens make ugly caws. When the raven squawks, the tasty morsel falls 

into the fox's mouth. 
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ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Raven, fox, beak, morsel, and feathers. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Use your hands as puppets to act out the fox and the raven from the poem.  

¶ Show the fox flattering the raven as the raven holds a morsel (piece of paper) in her mouth. 

¶ Next show the raven squawking and dropping her morsel.  

¶ Finally, have the fox gobble up the delicious dropped morsel. 

6. Discuss the Poem 

¶ Discuss why or why not the raven should have believed the fox's flattery. 

¶ If a stranger is overly nice and flattering to you, should you trust them or should you be wary? 

7. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

limb A branch of a tree. 

morsel A small piece of food. 

admiring Being amazed at or marveling at. 

croak A faint, harsh sound made in the throat. 

spied Seen or spotted. 

vanity Excessive pride in or admiration of one's own abilities, appearance, or 

achievements. 

horrid Awful, offensive, disagreeable, or abominable. 

vice A bad habit. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

And/down/fell/the/morsel.//// 

//////////////////////// ////  
DRAW THE POEM (Complete and color the outline of the crow.) 
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LESSON 6: " THE CITY MOUSE AND T HE COUNTRY MOUSE "  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

A City Mouse, with ways polite,  

A Country Mouse invited 

To sup with him and spend the night. 

Said Country Mouse: "De-lighted!" 

In truth it proved a royal treat, 

With everything that's good to eat. 

 

Alas! When they had just begun 

To gobble their dinner, 

A knock was heard that made them run. 

The City Mouse seemed thinner. 

And as they scampered and turned tail, 

He saw the Country Mouse grow pale. 

 

The knocking ceased. A false alarm! 

The City Mouse grew braver. 

"Come back!" he cried. "No, no! The farm, 

Where I'll not quake or quaver, 

Suits me," replied the Country Mouse. 

"You're welcome to your city house." 

SYNOPSIS 

A country mouse visits a city mouse and samples the delicious foods the city has to offer. When they hear a 
noise, the country mouse flees back to the country, valuing safety and serenity over decadence. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 
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3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: City mouse, country mouse, fruit, candelabra, cheese, glass, 

and knife. 

5. Discuss the Poem 

Discuss whether you agree with the country mouse ð that peace of mind is more important than 

luxuries such as fine food. 

6. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

polite Well-mannered, civilized. 

sup To take supper. 

royal Worthy of a king or other member of a monarchy. 

gobble To eat quickly or greedily. 

false alarm A warning that turns out to be false. 

quaver A trembling shake. 

suits To be appropriate for. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

The/farm/life/suits/me./ //////  
////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Depict a happy mouse playing in the country.) 

 


