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Goals of This Book Series 

This book series aims to familiarize children with works of poetry from an early age, nurture the imagination, 

inspire an appreciation for beauty, encourage a mind for symbolism and nuance, foster the ability to narrate 

and dictate complex ideas, and expand children's vocabularies. Lessons are short and interactive by design to 

target elementary school-aged children. 

Inspiration for This Book Series 

Charlotte Mason, born in 1842, sought to provide teaching advice and strategies to instructors and 

homeschooling parents. She detailed her educational philosophies and methodologies in her multi-volume 

Home Education Series. She advocated for centering instruction around living works, such as the finest art, music, 

poetry, and prose. Mason recommended that from an early age, children engage in the regular study of poetry, 

including reciting poetry. In her Home Education Series, she writes, "éinclude a good deal of poetry, to 

accustom him to the delicate rendering of shades of meaning, and especially to make him aware that words 

are beautiful in themselves, that they are a source of pleasure, and are worthy of our honour; and that a 

beautiful word deserves to be beautifully said, with a certain roundness of tone and precision of utterance." 

 The Targeted Audience for This Book 

This book targets elementary school-aged children in grades one and up. 

Overview of This Book 

This book provides 36 lessons or enough for one lesson per week over a standard 36-week school year. This 

volume highlights poems of fables, fairies, and fauna from the fabulist Jean de La Fontaine, William 

Allingham,  Edward Lear, Edgar Allan Poe, and additional master poets. The selected poems in this book 

appeal to children and their adult instructors by featuring impish fairies, mischievous animals, and fables of 

moral lessons. 
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How to Teach Using This Book 
 

The table below outlines the recommended instructional approach to teach a 36-week course using this book. 

 

Every Week ð Introduce a New Poem 

Section Title Section Instructions 

Featured Poem 
¶ Students study one poem per week over the 36-week school year. 

¶ Students recite the poem line by line with instructor assistance. 

Synopsis Instructors read the synopsis of the poem to students. 

Recite Poem Information Students practice reciting the poem title and the name of the poet. 

Narrate the Poem Students verbally summarize the poem in their own words. 

Study Poem Pictures Students describe how the included pictures relate to the poem. 

Can You Find It? Students find and point out items in the poem pictures. 

Act Out the Poem Students act out aspects of the poem. 

Explore Rhyming Instructors help students find and recite rhyming words in poems. 

Vocabulary 
¶ Students practice pronouncing the featured vocabulary words. 

¶ Instructors read the definitions of vocabulary words to the students. 

Answer Review Questions 
¶ Instructors ask students the review questions.  

¶ The end of the book contains answers to review questions. 

Trace or Copy the Excerpt Students trace and/or copy the provided poem excerpt. 

Draw the Poem Students create novel artwork based on the poem. 
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PART I: POETRY OF FABLES 

LESSON 1: "THE FROG WHO WISHED TO BE AS BIG AS THE OX"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

There was a little Frog  

Whose home was in a bog, 

And he worried 'cause he wasn't big enough. 

He sees an ox and cries: 

"That's just about my size, 

If I stretch myself-Say Sister, see me puff!" 

 

So he blew, blew, blew, 

Saying: "Sister, will that do?" 

But she shook her head. And then he lost his wits. 

For he stretched and puffed again 

Till he cracked beneath the strain, 

And burst, and flew about in little bits. 

SYNOPSIS 

A frog wishes for the impossible, to be as big as an ox. When he puffs up to grow bigger, he bursts into little 
bits. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Puffed up frog, smaller frogs, grass, and bog. 
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5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the little frog puffing up to be an ox. 

¶ Puff out your cheeks and try to make yourself as big as possible.  

¶ Can you make yourself as big as an ox? 

6. Discuss the Poem 

¶ In the poem, the frog tries to be something that he isn't. 

¶ Have you ever wished to be someone else? Why? 

¶ Discuss why it is wonderful to be you. 

7. Explore Rhyming 

¶ Many poems have lines ending in words that rhyme. 

¶ Words that rhyme share similar ending sounds. 

¶ Rhyming word pairs in the lesson poem include frog and bog, cries and size, and wits and bits. 

¶ Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

bog A marsh or swamp. 

ox An adult male of cattle. 

blew Produced an air current from the mouth. 

wits The ability to think rationally and using common sense. 

cracked To break apart under pressure. 

burst To break from internal pressure. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK    

Say/Sister,/see/me/puff!/////  

////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Depict a swamp and the plants and animals within it.) 
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LESSON 2: "THE GRASSHOPPER AND THE ANT"   
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

The Grasshopper, singing 

All summer long, 

Now found winter stinging, 

And ceased in his song. 

Not a morsel or crumb in his cupboard- 

So he shivered, and ceased in his song. 

 

Miss Ant was his neighbor; 

To her he went: 

"O, you're rich from labor, 

And I've not a cent. 

Lend me food, and I vow I'll return it, 

Though at present I have not a cent." 

 

The Ant's not a lender, 

I must confess. 

Her heart's far from tender 

To one in distress. 

So she said: "Pray, how passed you the summer, 

That in winter you come to distress?" 

 

"I sang through the summer," 

Grasshopper said. 

"But now I am glummer 

Because I've no bread." 

"So you sang!" sneered the Ant. "That relieves me. 

Now it's winter-go dance for your bread!" 

  



SONJA GLUMICH 

5 

SYNOPSIS 

A grasshopper sings all summer instead of saving food for winter and grows hungry. A hardworking ant who 

stockpiled food all summer long refuses to share with the grasshopper. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Grasshopper, ants, violin, and grain. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the grasshopper and sing away your summer days. 

¶ Act like the hardworking ant, spending your summer storing food for winter. 

6. Discuss the Poem 

¶ Explore why you think the grasshopper failed to save food for winter. 

¶ Discuss whether or not you think the ant should have shared with the grasshopper. 

7. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

ceased Stopped or halted. 

morsel A small piece of food. 

labor Work. 

lender One who allows something to be used by someone else, on the 

condition it or something equal to it will be returned. 

tender Loving, gentle, or sweet. 

distress To cause discomfort or anxiety. 

glummer More sullen, moody, or sour. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

Dance/for/your/bread!//////  

////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Illustrate an ant saving food for winter.) 

 



SONJA GLUMICH 

7 

LESSON 3: " THE CAT AND THE FOX "   
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

The Cat and the Fox once took a walk together, 

Sharpening their wits with talk about the weather 

And as their walking sharpened appetite, too; 

They also took some things they had no right to. 

Cream, that is so delicious when it thickens, 

Pleased the Cat best. The Fox liked little chickens.  

With stomachs filled, they presently grew prouder, 

And each began to try to talk the louder- 

Bragging about his skill, and strength, and cunning. 

"Pooh!" said the Fox. "You ought to see me running. 

Besides, I have a hundred tricks. You Cat, you! 

What can you do when Mr. Dog comes at you?" 

"To tell the truth," the Cat said, "though it grieve me 

I've but one trick. Yet that's enough-believe me!" 

There came a pack of fox-hounds-yelping, baying. 

"Pardon me", said the Cat. "I can't be staying. 

This is my trick." And up a tree he scurried, 

Leaving the Fox below a trifle worried. 

In vain he tried his hundred tricks and ruses 

(The sort of thing that Mr. Dog confuses)- 

Doubling, and seeking one hole, then another- 

Smoked out of each until he thought he'd smother. 

At last as he once more came out of cover, 

Two nimble dogs pounced on him-All was over! 

SYNOPSIS 

A cat and fox take things that don't belong to them. The fox brags about knowing many tricks, while the cat 

knows only one trick. When dogs chase the cat and fox, the cat's one trick of climbing a tree saves him, while 

the fox's many tricks fail him. 
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ENR ICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem picture: Fox, cat, tree, and the animal performing the "right" trick. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Use your hands as puppets to act out the poem.  

¶ Show the cat climbing a tree and escaping from the dogs. 

¶ Act out the fox trying all of his tricks, and the dogs still catching the fox. 

6. Discuss the Poem 
Discuss whether it is more important to know the right thing at the right time versus knowing many 
unhelpful things. 

7. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

cunning Sly, crafty, or clever. 

pooh Expression of dismissal or contempt. 

baying Barking or howling. 

scurried Ran with quick, light steps. 

trifle A little bit. 

ruses Tricks. 

smoked Driven out using smoke. 

smother To suffocate or stifle the breathing of something or someone. 

nimble Quick and light in movement or action. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

"I've/one/trick,"/said/the/Cat./  

//////////////////////// ////  

"Pooh,"/said/the/Fox.///// ////  

//////////////////////// ////  

"I/have/a/hundred/tricks."////  

//////////////////////// ////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Sketch a fox performing a trick.) 
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LESSON 4: " THE DOG AND HIS IMAG E"   
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

A foolish Dog, who carried in his jaw  

A juicy bone, 

Looked down into a stream, and there he saw 

Another one, 

Splash! In he plunged... The image disappeared- 

The meat he had was gone. 

Indeed, he nearly sank, 

And barely reached the bank. 

SYNOPSIS 

A dog holding a bone in his mouth sees his reflection. Feeling greedy, he tries to grab the bone from his 
reflection and loses his bone in the water. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem picture: Dog, bone, dog reflection, bone reflection, stream, and cattails. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Act out the greedy dog and the events of the poem.  

¶ Roll up a piece of paper to use as a bone. 

¶ Holding the "bone" up to a mirror, try to take the bone from your reflection. 

6. Discuss the Poem 
Discuss how the old saying, "a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush," relates to the poem. 

7. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 
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VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

foolish Lacking good sense or judgement; unwise. 

jaw One of the bones of the mouth, usually bearing teeth. 

juicy Having lots of juice. 

plunged Dove, jumped, or rushed into water. 

image A picture of something not real or not present. 

disappeared Went away or vanished. 

sank Moved down under the water. 

bank The land along a river. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

A/foolish/dog/lost/his/bone.//  

//////////////////////// ////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Depict a dog's reflection in a stream or lake.) 
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LESSON 5: " THE RAVEN AND THE FO X"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

Mr. Raven was perched upon a limb,  

And Reynard the Fox looked up at him; 

For the Raven held in his great big beak 

A morsel the Fox would go far to seek. 

 

Said the Fox, in admiring tones: "My word! 

Sir Raven, you are a handsome bird. 

Such feathers! If you would only sing, 

The birds of these woods would call you King." 

 

The Raven, who did not see the joke, 

Forgot that his voice was just a croak. 

He opened his beak, in his foolish pride- 

And down fell the morsel the Fox had spied. 

 

"Ha-ha!" said the Fox. "And now you see 

You should not listen to flattery. 

Vanity, sir is a horrid vice- 

I'm sure the lesson is worth the price." 

SYNOPSIS 

A raven in a tree holds a tasty treat in his beak that a fox would like to eat. The fox falsely flatters the bird, 

inciting the raven to sing, even though ravens make ugly caws. When the raven squawks, the tasty morsel falls 

into the fox's mouth. 
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ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Raven, fox, beak, morsel, and feathers. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Use your hands as puppets to act out the fox and the raven from the poem.  

¶ Show the fox flattering the raven as the raven holds a morsel (piece of paper) in her mouth. 

¶ Next show the raven squawking and dropping her morsel.  

¶ Finally, have the fox gobble up the delicious dropped morsel. 

6. Discuss the Poem 

¶ Discuss why or why not the raven should have believed the fox's flattery. 

¶ If a stranger is overly nice and flattering to you, should you trust them or should you be wary? 

7. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

limb A branch of a tree. 

morsel A small piece of food. 

admiring Being amazed at or marveling at. 

croak A faint, harsh sound made in the throat. 

spied Seen or spotted. 

vanity Excessive pride in or admiration of one's own abilities, appearance, or 

achievements. 

horrid Awful, offensive, disagreeable, or abominable. 

vice A bad habit. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

And/down/fell/the/morsel.//// 

//////////////////////// ////  
DRAW THE POEM (Complete and color the outline of the crow.) 
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LESSON 6: " THE CITY MOUSE AND T HE COUNTRY MOUSE "  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

A City Mouse, with ways polite,  

A Country Mouse invited 

To sup with him and spend the night. 

Said Country Mouse: "De-lighted!" 

In truth it proved a royal treat, 

With everything that's good to eat. 

 

Alas! When they had just begun 

To gobble their dinner, 

A knock was heard that made them run. 

The City Mouse seemed thinner. 

And as they scampered and turned tail, 

He saw the Country Mouse grow pale. 

 

The knocking ceased. A false alarm! 

The City Mouse grew braver. 

"Come back!" he cried. "No, no! The farm, 

Where I'll not quake or quaver, 

Suits me," replied the Country Mouse. 

"You're welcome to your city house." 

SYNOPSIS 

A country mouse visits a city mouse and samples the delicious foods the city has to offer. When they hear a 
noise, the country mouse flees back to the country, valuing safety and serenity over decadence. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 
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3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: City mouse, country mouse, fruit, candelabra, cheese, glass, 

and knife. 

5. Discuss the Poem 

Discuss whether you agree with the country mouse ð that peace of mind is more important than 

luxuries such as fine food. 

6. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

polite Well-mannered, civilized. 

sup To take supper. 

royal Worthy of a king or other member of a monarchy. 

gobble To eat quickly or greedily. 

false alarm A warning that turns out to be false. 

quaver A trembling shake. 

suits To be appropriate for. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. What is the setting of the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

The/farm/life/suits/me./ //////  
////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Depict a happy mouse playing in the country.) 
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LESSON 7: " THE DOVE AND THE ANT "  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

An Ant who in a brook would drink  

Fell off the bank. He tried 

To swim, and felt his courage sink- 

This ocean seemed so wide. 

But for a dove who flew above 

He would have drowned and died. 

 

The friendly Dove within her beak 

A bridge of grass-stem bore: 

On this the Ant, though worn and weak. 

Contrived to reach the shore 

Said he: "The tact of this kind act 

I'll cherish evermore." 

 

Behold! A barefoot wretch went by 

With slingshot in his hand. 

Said he: "You'll make a pigeon pie 

That will be kind of grand." 

He meant to murder the gentle bird- 

Who did not understand. 

 

The Ant then stung him on the heel 

(So quick to see the sling). 

He turned his head, and missed a meal: 

The pigeon pie took wing. 

And so the Dove lived on to love- 

Beloved by everything. 

SYNOPSIS 

A dove rescues an ant from drowning. Later, the ant rescues the dove from a boy with a slingshot. 
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ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Dove, ant, brook, grass, tree, and shore. 

5. Discuss the Poem 

¶ Discuss the dove's selfless act. 

¶ Discuss how the dove's selfless act benefitted her in the long run. 

¶ Have you ever performed a selfless act? If so, what was it? 

6. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

brook A body of running water smaller than a river; a small stream. 

courage The ability to do things which one finds frightening. 

tact Careful consideration in dealing with others to avoid giving offense. 

cherish To hold dear or to treat with tenderness. 

wretch An unhappy, unfortunate, or miserable person. 

slingshot A Y-shaped stick with an elastic sling between the arms used for 

shooting small projectiles. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

The/ant/stung/the/wretch./ ///  
////////////////// //////////  
DRAW THE POEM (Illustrate the ant stinging the boy.) 
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LESSON 8: " THE FOX AND THE GRAP ES"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

Rosy and ripe, and ready to box, 

The grapes hang high o'er the hungry Fox.- 

He pricks up his ears, and his eye he cocks. 

 

Ripe and rosy, yet so high!- 

He gazes at them with a greedy eye, 

And knows he must eat and drink-or die. 

 

When the jump proves to be beyond his power- 

"Pooh!" says the Fox. "Let the pigs devour 

Fruit of that sort. Those grapes are sour!" 

SYNOPSIS 

A fox tries to reach some grapes, but they are too high. Irked 

by his failure, the fox claims the grapes are sour and he doesn't 

really want them anyway. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 

Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 

Find the following in the poem picture: Fox, grapes, tree, leaves, vines, grass, mountain, and clouds. 

8. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the fox leaping up to reach the grapes. 

¶ Pout and sulk when you cannot get the grapes and say, "I don't want those sour grapes!" 

5. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 
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VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

ripe Ready for reaping or gathering; having attained perfection; mature. 

greedy Having a selfish desire for more than is needed. 

pooh Expression of dismissal or contempt. 

devour To eat quickly, greedily, hungrily, or ravenously. 

sour Having an acidic, sharp, or tangy taste. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

The/fox/gazes/at/the/grapes/  
/////////////////////// // ///  
with/a/greedy/eye.////// // //  
///////////////////////// ///  
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DRAW THE POEM (Sketch and color a big bunch of juicy grapes.) 
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LESSON 9: " THE FOX AND THE STORK"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

1. Old Father Fox, who was known to be mean, 

Invited Dame Stork in to dinner.  

There was nothing but soup that could scarcely be seen:- 

Soup never was served any thinner. 

And the worst of it was, as I'm bound to relate, 

Father Fox dished it up on a flat china plate. 

 

2. Dame Stork, as you know, has a very long beak: 

Not a crumb or drop could she gather 

Had she pecked at the plate every day in the week. 

But as for the Fox-sly old Father: 

With his tongue lapping soup at a scandalous rate, 

He licked up the last little bit and polished the plate. 

 

3. Pretty soon Mistress Stork spread a feast of her own; 

Father Fox was invited to share it. 

He came, and he saw, and he gave a great groan: 

The stork had known how to prepare it. 

She had meant to get even, and now was her turn: 

Father Fox was invited to eat from an urn. 

 

4. The urn's mouth was small, and it had a long neck; 

The food in it smelled most delightful. 

Dame Stork, with her beak in, proceeded to peck; 

But the Fox found that fasting is frightful. 

Home he sneaked. On his way there he felt his ears burn 

When he thought of the Stork and her tall, tricky urn. 
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SYNOPSIS 

A fox invites a stork to dinner and serves soup on a plate, making it impossible for the stork to eat. In return, 
the stork invites the fox to dinner and serves food in an urn, making it impossible for the fox to eat. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Pictures 
Study the poem pictures and describe how they relate to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Fox, stork, plate, soup, and urn. 

5. Make a Wearable Beak Mask 

¶ Cut two large equally-sized triangles out of orange construction paper and partially fold them. 

¶ Bend out the outer edges so you can glue or tape the triangles together to form a beak. 

¶ Cut small holes on either side of the beak and tie string or dental floss between the holes so you 
can wear the beak as a mask. 

¶ Pour some water on a plate. 

¶ Like the stork attempting to drink soup in the poem, try to drink from the plate. 

¶ Can you drink the water without bending or removing your beak? 

6. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

scarcely Barely or hardly. 

thinner More dilute or more watery. 

sly Artfully cunning, secretly mischievous, or sly. 

scandalous Causing an incident or event that disgraces or damages the reputation 

of the persons or organization involved. 

polished Made smooth or shiny. 

urn A vase with a footed base. 

fasting Abstaining from eating food. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

She/ had/ meant/ to/ get/ even,/  
/////////////////////// /////  
and/ now/ was/ her/ turn:///////  
/////////////////////// /////  
Father/ Fox/ was/ invited/ to/ eat 
/////////////////////// /////  
from/ an/ urn.//////////////// 
/////////////////////// /////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Decorate the urn.) 
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LESSON 10: " THE HARE AND THE TOR TOISE"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

Said the Tortoise one day to the Hare:  

"I'll run you a race if you dare. 

I'll bet you cannot 

Arrive at that spot 

As quickly as I can get there." 

 

Quoth the Hare: "You are surely insane. 

Pray, what has affected your brain? 

You seem pretty sick. 

Call a doctor in-quick, 

And let him prescribe for your pain." 

 

"Never mind," said the Tortoise. "Let's run! 

Will you bet me?" "Why, certainly." "Done!" 

While the slow Tortoise creeps 

Mr. Hare makes four leaps, 

And then loafs around in the sun. 

 

It seemed such a one-sided race, 

To win was almost a disgrace. 

So he frolicked about 

Then at last he set out- 

As the Tortoise was as nearing the place. 

 

Too late! Though he sped like a dart, 

The Tortoise was first. She was smart: 

"You can surely run fast," 

She remarked. "Yet you're last. 

It is better to get a good start." 

  



SONJA GLUMICH 

31 

SYNOPSIS 

A hare and a tortoise race. Even though the hare is far faster, he suffers from overconfidence, doesn't try his 
hardest, and the tortoise wins the race. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Tortoise, hare, road, sign, someone fast, and someone slow. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Use your hands as hare and tortoise puppets to act out the race. 

¶ Show the hare racing in front of the creeping tortoise. 

¶ Act out the hare loafing around under the sun as the tortoise slowly passes him.  

¶ Show the hare scrambling to catch up as the tortoise crosses the finish line first to win. 

6. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

insane Exhibiting unsoundness or disorder of mind; mad. 

prescribe To order a drug or medical device for use by a particular patient. 

creeps Moves slowly with the abdomen close to the ground. 

leaps 

 

Jumps. 

loafs Does nothing or is idle. 

disgrace Something which brings dishonor; the cause of shame or reproach. 

frolicked Behaved playfully or merrily. 

dart Any sharp-pointed missile weapon, such as an arrow. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK 

I'll/ bet/ you/ cannot///////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
Arrive/ at/ that/ spot//////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
As/ quickly/ as/ I/ can/ get/ there. 
///////////////////// ////// /  
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DRAW THE POEM (Depict the tortoise crossing the finish line.)  
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LESSON 11: "THE HERON WHO WAS HA RD TO PLEASE"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAI NE  

 

FEATURED POEM  

A long-legged Heron, with long neck and beak, 

Set out for a stroll by the bank of a creek. 

So clear was the water that if you looked sharp 

You could see the pike caper around with the carp. 

 

The Heron might quickly have speared enough fish 

To make for his dinner a capital dish. 

But he was a very particular bird: 

His food fixed "just so," at the hours he preferred. 

 

And hence he decided 'twas better to wait, 

Since his appetite grew when he supped rather late. 

Pretty soon he was hungry, and stalked to the bank. 

Where some pondfish were leaping-a fish of low rank. 

 

"Bah, Bah!" said the Bird. "Sup on these? No-not I. 

I'm known as a Heron: as such I live high." 

Then some gudgeon swam past that were tempting to see, 

But the Heron said haughtily: "No-not for me. 

 

For those I'd not bother to open my beak, 

If I had to hang 'round come next Friday a week." 

Thus bragged the big Bird. But he's bound to confess 

That he opened his elegant beak for much less. 

Not another fish came. When he found all else fail, 

He was happy to happen upon a fat snail. 
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SYNOPSIS 

A heron strolls along a creek. He ignores the numerous delicious fish swimming around, waiting until his 
preferred time to hunt. When he's finally ready to hunt, he disdains pondfish and gudgeon, waiting for 
something better to swim along. Eventually the fish disappear, and the heron must settle for a snail. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Heron, creek, bank, beak, wings, and claws. 

5. Act Out the Poem 
Pretend to be the heron, strolling along the creek and disdainfully ignoring any nearby fish. 

6. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

pike A type of freshwater fish with big teeth and a pointy snout. 

caper A playful leap or jump. 

carp A type of freshwater fish, farmed for food. 

capital Excellent or superb. 

gudgeon A small freshwater fish that is used as bait by fishermen. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

Not/another/fish/came.//////  
///////////////////// ///////  
He/was/happy/to/happen//// 
///////////////////// ///////  
upon/a/fat/snail./////////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Illustrate the heron eating a snail.) 
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LESSON 12: " THE LION AND THE GNA T"  
BY JEAN DE LA FONTAINE  

FEATURED POEM  

 The Lion once said to the Gnat: "You brat, 

Clear out just as quick as you can, now-s'cat! 

If you meddle with me 

I will not guarantee 

That you won't be slammed perfectly flat- 

D'ye see?" 

 

Said the Gnat: "Because you're called King-you 
thing! 

You fancy that you will make me take wing. 

Why, an ox weighs much more, 

Yet I drive him before 

When I get good and ready to sting. 

Now, roar!" 

 

Then loudly his trumpet he blew. And-whew! 

How fiercely and fast at his foe he flew. 

From the tail to the toes 

He draws blood as he goes. 

Then he starts in to sting and to chew 

His nose. 

 

Sir Lion was mad with the pain. In vain 

He roared and he foamed and he shook his mane. 

All the beasts that were nigh 

Fled in fear from his cry. 

But the Gnat only stung him again- 

In the eye. 
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He looked and laughed as he saw-Haw, Haw!- 

The Lion self-torn by his tooth and claw, 

So His Majesty's hide 

With his own blood was dyed. 

Said the Gnat: "Shall I serve you up raw- 

Or fried?" 

 

It's finished. The Lion's loud roar is o'er. 

He's bitten and beaten, he's sick and sore. 

But a spider's web spread 

Trapped the Gnat as he sped 

With the news...He will never fight more- 

He's dead! 

SYNOPSIS 

A gnat mocks and stings a lion, turning the lion's strength against himself. The sassy gnat gets his 
comeuppance when he becomes entangled in a web and is eaten by a spider. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Pictures 
Study the poem pictures and describe how they relate to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Lion, gnat, spider, and spiderweb. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the gnat ensnared in the spider's web.  

¶ Struggle and show fear as the spider approaches you. 

6. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 
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VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

meddle To interfere in or with. 

foe An enemy. 

nigh Near, close by. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

But/a/spider's/web/spread//// 
///////////////////// ///////  
Trapped/the/gnat/as/he/sped. 
///////////////////// ///////   
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DRAW THE POEM (Depict a spider approaching a trapped gnat.) 
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PART II : POETRY OF FAIRIES 

LESSON 13. "THE FAIRIES "  
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM

1. Up the airy mountain, 

Down the rushy glen, 

We daren't go a-hunting 

For fear of little men; 

Wee folk, good folk, 

Trooping all together; 

Green jacket, red cap, 

And white owl's feather! 

 

2. Down along the rocky shore 

Some make their home, 

They live on crispy pancakes 

Of yellow tide-foam; 

Some in the reeds 

Of the black mountain-lake, 

With frogs for their watch-dogs, 

All night awake. 

 

3. High on the hill-top 

The old King sits; 

He is now so old and gray 

He's nigh lost his wits. 

With a bridge of white mist 

Columbkill he crosses, 

On his stately journeys 

From Slieveleague to Rosses; 

Or going up with music 

On cold starry nights, 

To sup with the Queen 

Of the gay Northern Lights. 

 

4. They stole little Bridget 

For seven years long; 

When she came down again 

Her friends were all gone. 

They took her lightly back, 

Between the night and morrow, 

They thought that she was fast asleep, 

But she was dead with sorrow. 

They have kept her ever since 

Deep within the lake, 

On a bed of flag-leaves, 

Watching till she wake. 

 

5. By the craggy hill-side, 

Through the mosses bare, 

They have planted thorn-trees 

For pleasure here and there. 

Is any man so daring 

As dig them up in spite, 

He shall find their sharpest thorns 

In his bed at night. 

 

6. Up the airy mountain, 

Down the rushy glen, 

We daren't go a-hunting 

For fear of little men; 

Wee folk, good folk, 

Trooping all together; 

Green jacket, red cap, 

And white owl's feather! 
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SYNOPSIS 

The poem describes the lives and hijinks of a group of fairies, including their king and queen. They scare 
hunters, plant trees, steal children, and get revenge. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Pictures 
Study the poem pictures and describe how they relate to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Fairies, wings, frog, feather, mountains, and glen. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be a fairy sneaking into a house. 

¶ Steal little Bridget and abscond with her to the land of the fairies. 

6. Explore Rhyming  
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY  

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

glen A narrow valley. 

tide The alternate rising and falling of the sea, usually twice in each lunar day 

at a particular place, due to the attraction of the moon and sun. 

Columbkill A former civil parish (small territorial area) in Ireland. 

Slieveleague A mountain in Ireland on the Atlantic coast. 

Rosses A region in Ireland. 

northern lights A natural electrical phenomenon characterized by the appearance of 

streamers of reddish or greenish light in the sky, usually near the 

northern or southern magnetic pole. 

craggy Rough and uneven (cliff or rock face). 

thorn-trees A tree with thorny leaves. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

Up/the/airy/mountain,/////// ///  

//////////////////////////////  
Down/ the/ rushy/ glen,//////// ///  

//////////////////////////////  
We/daren't/go/a -hunting// / ///  

//////////////////////////////  
For/fear/of/little/men /// /// ///  

//////////////////////////////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Color a fairy in a green coat and a red cap.) 
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LESSON 14: "THE ELF SINGING "  
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM

1. An Elf sat on a twig, 

He was not very big, 

He sang a little song, 

He did not think it wrong; 

But he was on a Wizard's ground, 

Who hated all sweet sound. 

 

2. Elf, Elf, 

Take care of yourself! 

He's coming behind you, 

To seize you and bind you, 

And stifle your song. 

 

3. The Wizard! the Wizard!  

He changes his shape 

In crawling along, 

An ugly old ape, 

A poisonous lizard, 

 

4. A spotted spider, 

A wormy glider, 

The Wizard! the Wizard! 

He's up on the bough, 

He'll bite through your gizzard 

He's close to you now! 

 

5. The Elf went on with his song, 

It grew more clear and strong, 

It lifted him into air, 

He floated singing away, 

With rainbows in his hair; 

While the Wizard-worm from his creep 

 

6. Made a sudden leap, 

Fell down into a hole, 

And, ere his magic word he could say, 

Was eaten up by a Mole. 
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SYNOPSIS 

The poem tells the tale of a wizard that transforms into a snake and tries to eat a fairy. The fairy's song uplifts 
him and saves him while the wizard falls and is eaten by a mole. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem picture: Fairy, wings, and bough. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the wizard in snake form sneakily slithering over the tree bough toward the fairy. 

¶ As you attempt to strike the fairy, you fall and are eaten by the mole. 

6. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

elf A supernatural creature of folk tales, typically represented as a small, 

elusive figure in human form with pointed ears, magical powers, and a 

capricious nature. 

twig A slender woody shoot growing from a branch or stem of a tree or 

shrub. 

seize Take hold of suddenly and forcibly. 

bind Tie or fasten something tightly. 

bough A main branch of a tree. 

gizzard A person's stomach or throat. 

mole A small burrowing mammal with dark velvety fur, a long muzzle, and 

very small eyes. 

meadow A piece of grassland or low ground near a river. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

An/Elf/sat/on/a/twig,//// ////  
///////////////////// ///////  
He/was/not/very/big.////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Sketch a snake sneaking along a tree bough.) 
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LESSON 15: " THE FAIRY KING "  
WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM  

High on the hill-top 

The old King sits; 

He is now so old and gray 

He's nigh lost his wits." 

 

The Fairy King was old. 

He met the Witch of the Wold. 

"Ah ha, King!" quoth she, 

"Now thou art old like me." 

"Nay, Witch!" quoth he, 

"I am not old like thee." 

 

The King took off his crown, 

It almost bent him down; 

His age was too great 

To carry such a weight. 

"Give it here!" she said, 

And clapt it on her head. 

 

Crown sank to ground; 

The Witch no more was found. 

Then sweet spring-songs were sung, 

The Fairy King grew young, 

His crown was made of flowers, 

He lived in woods and bowers. 

SYNOPSIS 

The Witch of the Wold grabs the old Fairy King's crown and puts it on her head. In a twist, stealing and 
wearing the crown vanquishes the witch. She disappears, and the king grows young. 
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ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Witch, king, crown, and someone who disappears. 

5. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be the witch stealing the king's crown and placing it upon your head. 

¶ Shriek as you disappear under the crown and sink into the ground. 

6. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

nigh Near or almost. 

wits Mental sharpness. 

wold A piece of high, open, uncultivated land. 

quoth Another word for "said." 

thou Another word for "you." 

art Another word for "are." 

clapt Placed or put. 

bower A pleasant shady place under trees or plants in a garden or wood. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

High/ on/ the/ hill-top//////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
The/ old/ King/ sits;////////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
He/ is/ now/ so/ old/ and/ gray///  
///////////////////// ///////  
He's/ nigh/ lost/ his/ wits./ // /////  
///////////////////// ///////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Color the young king's crown of flowers, adding your own embellishments.) 
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LESSON 16: " CHORUS OF FAIRIES"  
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM  

 

 

 

 

Golden, golden 

Light unfolding, 

Busily, merrily, work and play, 

In flowery meadows, 

And forest shadows, 

All the length of a summer day! 

All the length of a summer day! 

 

Sprightly, lightly, 

Sing we rightly, 

Moments brightly hurry away; 

Fruit-tree blossoms, 

And roses' bosoms,- 

Clear blue sky of a summer day! 

Dear blue sky of a summer day! 

 

Springlets, brooklets, 

Greeny nooklets, 

Hill and valley, and salt sea-spray, 

Comrade rovers, 

Fairy lovers,- 

All the length of a summer day 

All the livelong summer day! 

 

 

Chorus of Fairies 
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SYNOPSIS 

The poem describes a delightful summer day of fairies working and playing. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 

Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 

Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Color the Poem Frame 

Color the frame surrounding the poem. 

4. Act Out the Poem 

¶ Pretend to be a fairy frolicking through a field of flowers on a sunny day. 

¶ Stop to pick a flower and smell the delicious fragrance. 

5. Explore Rhyming 

Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

unfolding Open or spread out from a folded position. 

sprightly Lively and full of energy. 

brooklet A little spring (water). 

nooklet A little nook or corner. 

comrade A companion who shares one's activities. 

rover A person who spends their time wandering. 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Where does the poem take place? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

5. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK 

Golden,/ golden//// /////// / //  
///////////////////// ///////  
Light/ unfolding,//////////////  
///////////////////// ///////  
Busily,/ merrily,/ work/ and/ play./  
///////////////////// ///////  
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DRAW THE POEM (Depict a fairy playing in a meadow.) 
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LESSON 17: " THE  FAIRY SHOEMAKER "  (EXCERPT) 
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM  

1. Little Cowboy, what have you heard, 

Up on the lonely rath's green mound? 

Only the plaintive yellow bird 

Sighing in sultry fields around, 

 

2. Chary, chary, chary, chee-ee!- 

Only the grasshopper and the bee?- 

Tip-tap, rip-rap, 

Tick-a-tack-too! 

 

3. Scarlet leather sewn together, 

This will make a shoe. 

Left, right, pull it tight; 

Summer days are warm; 

Underground in winter, 

Laughing at the storm!" 

 

4. Lay your ear close to the hill. 

Do you not catch the tiny clamor, 

Busy click of an Elfin hammer, 

Voice of the Leprechaun singing shrill 

As he merrily plies his trade? 

He's a span 

And a quarter in height. 

Get him in sight, hold him tight, 

And you're a made man! 

 

 

 

 

5. I caught him at work one day, myself, 

In the castle-ditch where foxglove grows,- 

 wrinkled, wizen'd, and bearded Elf, 

Spectacles stuck on his pointed nose, 

Silver buckles to his hose, 

Leather apron-shoe in his lap- 

Rip-rap, tip-tap, 

Tack-tack-too! 

 

6. (A green cricket on my cap! 

Away the moth flew!) 

Buskins for a fairy prince, 

Brogues for his son,- 

Pay me well, pay me well, 

When the job is done!" 

The rogue was mine, beyond a doubt. 

 

7. I stared at him, he stared at me; 

"Servant, Sir!" "Humph!" says he, 

And pull'd a snuff-box out. 

He took a long pinch, look'd better pleased, 

The queer little Leprechaun; 

Offer'd the box with a whimsical grace, 

Pouf! he flung the dust in my face, 

And, while I sneezed, 

Was gone! 
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SYNOPSIS 

The narrator asks us whether we have heard the hammer of the Elfin shoemaker working up on the mound. 

The narrator advises if you capture the shoemaker you may use him to make yourself rich. The narrator saw 

the tricky elf once, but before he could act, the elf threw snuff in his face and disappeared. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Picture 
Study the poem picture and describe how it relates to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem picture: Elf, hat, belt, and shoes. 

5. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

rath The circular earthen residence of an ancient Irish chief. 

plies Works steadily at one's business or trade. 

span The width of a person's hand, as measured from the tip of the thumb to 

the tip of the little finger, when the fingers and thumb are spread out. 

sup Eat supper. 

crock An earthenware pot or jar. 

miser A person who hoards wealth and spends as little money as possible. 

foxglove A tall plant with erect spikes of flowers, typically pinkish-purple or 

white, shaped like the fingers of gloves. 

hose Stockings, socks, and tights. 

buskin A calf-high or knee-high boot of cloth or leather. 

brogue A strong outdoor shoe with ornamental perforated patterns in the 

leather. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. Where does the poem take place? 

3. What happens in the poem? 

4. Who are the characters in the poem? 

TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

Chary,/ chary,/ chary,/ chee-ee!- 
//////////////////////////// ///  

Only/ the/ grasshopper/ and/ bee?/  

//////////////////////////// ///  

Tip-tap,/rip-rap,//// ///////// ///  

//////////////////////////// ///  

Tick-a-tack-too!///////////// ////  

//////////////////////////// ///   
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DRAW THE POEM (Illustrate a shoemaker elf and his workshop.) 

 

 

 

  



ELEMENTARY POETRY VOLUME 2: POETRY OF FABLES, FAIRIES, AND FAUNA 

62 

PART III : POETRY OF FAUNA  

LESSON 18: " ROBIN REDBREAST "  
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM  

1. Goodbye, goodbye to Summer! 

For Summer's nearly done; 

The garden smiling faintly, 

Cool breezes in the sun; 

Our Thrushes now are silent, 

Our Swallows flown away,- 

 

2. But Robin's here, in coat of brown, 

With ruddy breast-knot gay. 

Robin, Robin Redbreast, 

O Robin dear! 

Robin singing sweetly 

In the falling of the year. 

 

3. Bright yellow, red, and orange, 

The leaves come down in hosts; 

The trees are Indian Princes, 

But soon they'll turn to Ghosts; 

The scanty pears and apples 

Hang russet on the bough, 

4. It's Autumn, Autumn, Autumn late, 

'Twill soon be Winter now. 

Robin, Robin Redbreast, 

O Robin dear! 

And welaway! my Robin, 

For pinching times are near. 

 

5. The fireside for the Cricket, 

The wheatstack for the Mouse, 

When trembling night-winds whistle 

And moan all round the house;  

The frosty ways like iron, 

The branches plumed with snow,- 

 

6. Alas! in Winter, dead and dark, 

Where can poor Robin go? 

Robin, Robin Redbreast, 

O Robin dear, 

And a crumb of bread for Robin, 

His little heart to cheer. 
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SYNOPSIS 

The poem narrator warns a robin that summer is ending and winter is near, describing the changes in weather, 
flora, and fauna accompanying the fall. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES  

1. Recite Poem Information 
Practice reciting the title of the poem and the name of the poet. 

2. Narrate the Poem 
Verbally recount poem events in your own words. 

3. Study the Poem Pictures 
Study the poem pictures and describe how they relate to the poem. 

4. Can You Find It? 
Find the following in the poem pictures: Stem, leaf veins, beak, tail feathers, claws, and branch. 

5. Explore Rhyming 
Find and recite the rhyming words in the poem. 

VOCABULARY 

Students Recite Words Students Listen to the Definitions 

thrushes A songbird, typically having a brown back, spotted breast, and loud 

song. 

swallows 

 

A migratory swift-flying songbird with a forked tail and long pointed 

wings, feeding on insects in flight. 

scanty Small or insufficient in quantity or amount. 

welaway Alas; An expression of sadness or regret. 

pinching times The time to harvest or prune a plant. 

plumed Spread out in a shape resembling a feather 

REVIEW QUESTIONS  

1. What is the title of the poem? 

2. What happens in the poem? 

3. Who are the characters in the poem? 

4. What does the poem teach the reader? 
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TRACEWORK AND/OR COPYWORK  

Robin's/here,/ in/coat/of/brown 
//////////////////////////// /  
With/ruddy/breast-knot/gay.//  
//////////////////////////// /  
DRAW THE POEM (Color the autumn tree leaves red, yellow, orange, and/or brown. Add falling leaves 
in the air and on the ground surrounding the tree trunk.) 
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LESSON 19: " DREAMING "  
BY WILLIAM ALLINGHAM  

FEATURED POEM  

1. A strange little Dream 

On a long star-beam 

Ran down from the midnight skies, 

To curly-hair'd Fred 

Asleep in his bed, 

With the lids on his merry blue eyes. 

 

2. Under each lid 

The thin Dream slid, 

And spread to a picture inside, 

A new World there, 

Most strange and rare, 

Tho' just by our garden-side. 

 

3. Rivers and Rocks, 

And a Treasure-Box, 

And Floating in Air without wings, 

And the Speaking Beast, 

And a Royal Feast, 

My chair beside the King's; 

 

 

 

 

4. A Land of Flowers, 

And of lofty Towers 

Carved over in marble white 

With living Shapes 

Of Panthers and Apes 

That gambol in ceaseless flight; 

 

5. And a Cellar small 

With its Cave in the Wall 

Stretching many a mile underground! 

And the Rope from the Moon!- 

Fred woke too soon, 

For its end could never be found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

The poem describes a dream slipping down from the sky to slide under the eyelids of a boy. The poem then 
relates the fantastical dream experienced by the boy. 

  

Dreaming 




